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CLERGY 8 


BEING 
EMPLOVYD 
; IN THE 
8 OVERNMENT. 


DRAWN. 


From .the Great SERVICES dung b them to this Nation 
in their Adminiſtration of CIVIL OFFICES, being a 
Vindication of her Majefty's Wiſdom and Prudence in ma- 
king the late Lord Biſhop of Briſtol (but now of London} 

| Lord Privy-Seal, and appointing him Firſt Plenipotentia 
"at Utrecht in the Negotiations ot Peace. To whom this 7 
lowing Treatiſe is humbly Inſeribed upon his Lordſhip's Re- 
turn to England. 
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TO THE 
| Right RREVEREN5 


Father in GOD, 


Lord Biſhop of London. 


4 


* 


HIS Following Tract 
is with all Humility 
Inſcrib'd, by 


His Lordſhip's moft 
Dutiful Preſbyter and 
Obedient Servant 


| Joan Grooms. 


7 


4 


"REASONS 


FOR THE. 01 bn 


CLERGY'S 


Bein a 5 EMPLOY” D in the | 
GOVERNMENT. 


Br Wun then Time, — 
the Rights and Privileges of 
the Clergy needed * 8 
be defended than at 1 
when the Devil is ſo very ious 
to vent his Spleen againſt Religion; and 
all the Inftruments and Promoters of it; 
As is too plain from that Scandalous Fry 
of Heretical, Anti-chriſtian, Atheiſtical 

Pamphlets and other Books, that are 10 

plenty Spawned and fo induſtrioully 
1 Sr: _ . Propa- 
7 75 Rights of the Ebriſtien Church Metec Sc. Prieft- 


aft in Perfection; which have been anſwer'd ws the Lear- 
ned os Hicks, Mr. Augbs and others. 


p ” : 
2 ; 


Propogated thro? all Parts of the Nation: 
Hence it comes to paſs that theClergy's Bu- 
ſineſs being in a peculiar Manner to Stem 
the Tide, againſt ſuch Impious Abettors of 
all Prophaneſs, Infidelit and Immorali- 
ty, they are therefore the Butt theſe eſpe- 
cially Shoot at, and muſt accordingly be 
content to ſtand the ſhock of ſuch Mens 
utmoſt Wit and Malice; how Holy ſo- 
ever they have been in their Lives, or 
how Serviceable ſo ever to the Publick, 
yet they muſt bear the Reproaches of ſuch, 
as there is too much Reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
would have Treated our Bleſſed Lord 
Himſelf in the ſame Opprobrious manner, 
were he to have lived and converſed a- 
monſt them. Wherefore all the Return 
that I ſhall make to theſe Unreaſonable and 
Wicked Men, is only to Pray for them, That 
God would vouchſafe to open their Eyes, 
that they may ſee the Evil and Miſchief of 
| ber ways, and may Forſake and Renounce 
rs. Vie ö 
But beſides this, there is another ſort of 
diſreſpect ſhewn to the Clergy, by ſuch as 
may be believed to have a great Honour for 
their Function, who yet would have them 
ſo entirely confin*d to their Employment, 
as not to be Engag'd in any Secular Of- 
tice, tho* never ſo conducing to the Bene« 
fit of their Prince and Country; and how 
well ſo ever qualified for publick Affairs. 
ym Will 


l 
will not be perſuaded to hear of their in? 
termedling in them. They have been 
ſo much usꝰd to the Biſhops ſitting in the 
Houſe of Lords, that this perhaps may be 
more eaſily digeſted ; but they cannot with 
any. Patience think of their Preſiding in 
any Court of Judicature, being entru- 
ſted with their Sovereigns Treaſury; or 
Signet, or ſo much as executing the tranſi- 
ent Office ofa Plenipotentiary, tho'in Order 
to one of the greateſt Temporal Bleſſings, 
that can be deſir'd ; that is to fay, a Hap- 
py Peace, after a Tedious and Expenſive 
War. My Buſineſs therefore at preſent 
is to endeavour the removal of this Of- 
fence, and to Vindicate her Majeſty's great 
Wiſdom and Prudence in having made 
Choice of one of this Sacred Order; a Pre- 
late of Great Sagacity and Experience, for 
the Management of her Negotiations, in 
Order to this weighty,and deſir*d End. 


To which purpoſe I ſhall fit my ſelf to 
ſhew the Expedience of ſuch a Procedure, 
and that the uſefulneſs of the Clergy in 
a Civil, as well as Sacred Capacity is in- 
diſputably Evident from the great Variety 
of Inſtances of this Nature recorded in 
our own Engliſh Hiſtories, where their 
Characters ſhine with ſingular Luſter; fo 
that they have made their Memories de- 
ſervedly Honour'd for their Fidelity, Abi- 
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Wiõith an Invidious Eye, and be WAL. 


how Serviccable the Clergy have been to 


"IS NY 
lity and happy diſpatch of the Affairs, 
— have pI ag, about, and tranſ- 


mitted their Names with Glory and Re- 


putation, to all Succeeding Generations. 
Wherefore ſeeing theſe Holy Men have 
been ſo Famous for their Services to this 
Nation, in the publick Affairs of the King- 
dom, as may be Evidently prov'd by Un- 
ueſtionable Authorities of Antient, Mid- 
le and Modern Hiſtory ; why then 
ſhou'd the preſent Inſtance of a certain 
great Perſon's being employ'd as a States -· 
Man, as well as a Divine, be matter not 
only of Admiration, but alſo Diſſatisfacti- 
on and Complaint. And that upon this 
Account the Clergy muſt be look'd upon 


againſt as Monopolizers of Government 
both in Church and State. To ſuch a 
Height is this grown, that a Glergy-man 
can ſcarce fit in a Coffee Houſe without 
hearing his Profeſſion abus'd, and his Fra- 
ternity Treated with Ill Manners and 
Diſreſpect. | Head of? A BS. 
And all this for no other Reaſon, but 
becauſe they area Wiſe and Learned Bo- 


dy of Men, and are capable of Serving 
their Country. And that we may no 


longer Argue upon Suppoſition and bare 
Aſſertion only, we ſhall | Immediately 
proceed to Fact, and herein ſhew 


| this 


_—  —— 3 


LY 
A 


(7) 
cis Nato: in their Adminifttation of Ci- 
Wand firſt, 1 ſhall by a few ſhort Ex. 


amples of Politick Knowled age, commen- 


dable Diligence, approvd Fidelity and 
Loyalty 7. eo ho how uſeful the Cler- 
BY 84 been, as Ambaſſadors, whoſe 
ffice tho not Character, is the ſame 
with that of a Plehipotentiary. 
William Reading, a Learned Benedictine, 
was Employed by Kin ing Henry the Second, 
not only in one, but in many Embaſſies, | 
which were ſo many Proofs of his good 
Behaviour and Conduct, and how well 
he pleas'd the Perſon that Employ'd him. 
He was afterwards for his 900d Services 


made Arch-Biſhop of Bourdraus. Fullers 
Morthies. 


Henry the III. ſent Walter ge 'Cantilapo 
Biſhop of Worceſter, Ambaſſador into 
France. And tho? he afterwards prov'd 
Rebellious to his Prince, yet he dy'd a 
great Penitent. Godw. Cat. of Eng, Bps.. 

The Clergy did not ouy Preach up 
Peace, but were fometimes the happy In- 


ſtruments of compoſing Quarrels and ma- 
king up wide Breaches between Kings 
| themſelves. Nor did the Pomp and 
Grandeur, the Statelinefs and Majeſty of 
Princes fet them above hearing the whole- 
ſame Advice of a Difcreer and Wile Di- 
Vine. 8 


A 4 This 


(8) 
This I think did ſufficiently. appe 
from the ſucceſsful Labours of lian, . 
 Gaynsborough Biſhop of Morceſter, who 
happily concluded a Peace between E- 
ward the I. and oat de of France, 
being ſent upon an Embaſly for that pur- 
pole. So dear was a good Clergy-man 
in thoſe days, that Kings would leave 
even the Diſpoſal of their Children in 
the Power of Biſhops, for this ſame Pre- 
late made up the Match, between Edward 
the Kings Eldeſt Son, and Jſabel the King 
of France's Daughter, which he com- 
pleated to the Satisfaction of both Par- 
ties. Mharton's Anglia Sacra. | 
Let the Reader draw the Inference that 
ought to be made, and then he will be able 
to judge how Unjuſt as well as Unreaſo- 
nadle, are the Prejudices of ſuch who cry 
down the Clergy as unfit Men, to ſerve 
their Country in a Civil Capacity. 
Dr. Faller in his Church Hiſtory ſays, 
it was generally complain'd of in Edward 
the Second's Time, as a grand Grievance, 
that the Clergy be all Places of 
* in the Land. Nothing was 
left to Lay-Men, but either Millitar 
Commands, as thoſe of General, Admiral 
Cc. or ſuch Judges Places, as concern'd 
you the very Letter of the Common Law, 
and thoſe alſo ſcarcely reſerv'd to the 
MEETS: 5 16, 
| As 
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As for Embaſſies into Foreign Parts; 
Noblemen were employed therein, when 
Expence, not Experience, was. requir'd 
thereunto, and Ceremony the tubdkanes 
of the Service. Otherwiſe when any 
difficulty in Civil Law, then Clergymen 
were ever Entertain'd. The Lord Chan. 
_ cellor was ever a Biſhop (as if againſt 
Equity to employ any other therein,) 
yea, that Court generally appear'd as a 
Synod of Divines, where the Clerks were 
Clerks as generally in Orders. The fame 
was alſo True of the Lords-Treaſurers and 
Barons of the Exche quert. 
In the Reign of Eaward the III. John 
de Bury, went twice with the Character 
of Ambaſſador to Pope Jobs, and never 
return'd from him, without diſtinguiſh- 
ing marks of his Favour. King Edward 
after he had made him Treaſurer of the 
Wardrobe, Keeper of the Privy-Seal, 
Chancellor of England, and Biſhop of Dur- 
ham, ſent him to France to Claim that 
Kingdom in his Name. He continued 
him upon ſeveral Embaſſies for nine years; 
whereby we may Judge the King was well 
fatisfied with his Conduct and Behaviour. 
In 1385, Richard II. ſent, John Gilbert 
Biſhop of Hereford, © Ambaſſador into 
France, how well he acquitted himſelf I 
cannot learn, but the Reader, may Con- 
fide in this, that ſo well Qualified was 


=; 


Vertue, as he was 


(ro) 

he chought to ſerve the Government, that 
| he was made Treaſurer of England in the 
following year. 

Robert Maſcal after he went to O ed, | 
fo profited and advane'd in Letters and 


reatly loy*d and ad- 


mir d by all Men. King Henry IV. made 


. Choice of him for his Confelſor? and found 


means to prefer him to the Biſhoprick of 
Hereford, He was Often ſent Ambaſſador 
unto Foreign Princes; Which ſhews how 
wel deſerving he was of ſuch a Character. 
Henry V. ſent Chichley Ambaſſador to 
King Charles VI. of France, and Jaun 
Duke of Burgandy, who were then upon 
M Terms with each other; ſo well did 
he carry himſelf, that in his Embaſly and 
before his Return, he was Elected Lech 
Biſhop of Canterbury; Godwin ſays, that he 


was employ'd on Embaſſies and other Af. 


fairs of the King, wherein he ever behav'd 


himſelf wiſely, and to the great Satisfaction 
his-Prince. *Twas by his Advice — 
ry went upon 1 Trance, which 
he did; to his own Immortal Honour. 
a by Ord A an, 2 of Worceſter went 
Henry V. to Alenconia, to 


> iy eds The French " Ambaſſador. And 
ſome few years after when a Vacancy 
Fell, he was tranſlated to the See of Ely. 
Robert Fitzhugh went Ambaſſador once 
into Germany ; an another Time in- 
to 


and * 250 
8 Rome, after this, was Conſecrat 
ſhop of London; Sep. 16. 1431. In cbe 
Reign oe; Henry VI. 
iliam 1 hs Biſhop of St. David's 
was Keeper of the Privy Seal, having 
been firſt employ d upon Embaſſies 10 
the Kings of Spain, Portugal, and other 
Princes. Thus we ſee when the Clergy 
had hi themſelves. well at one 
Princes Court, they were found by this ſo 
well qualified to ſerve their Country, that 
they w ere n order d to another. 
5 4 the e os. | was 1 
ä nt in allaying Inteſtine Trou 
1 Eltablining himſelf in the Th — 
0. that we dart find. he, ſent many 
the Clergy into Fore! 99 Ed- 
ward the V. was Preclaim'd, but never 
Crown'd King, for 5 og ed Uſurper 
Hts the Third, had this 548 45 
Prince, with his Younger Brother Richard, 
es Murger'd, to ſecure. the Crown 
or himſelf. - But this render'd him fo 
Odious and ſo much leſſen'd his Intereſt 
in Courts abroad, that ſcarce a did re- 
ceive Meſſages from him. 
But if we deſcend to the Reign of that 
Wiſe and Good, Monarch, Henry the Se- 
venth, we ſhall quickly, ſee what. great 
atice he took of the Clergy, and how 
oy he thought they were to ſerve him; 
or he ae William ROM Maſter A 
- the 


tor; ſent him Ambaſſador to the Duke 
of Burgund), to diſſwade him from be- 
lieving the Falſe Reports of his Dutcheſs 


NE 1 
the Rolls, to be an Excellent Ora- 


1 


and to ſignify how Notoriouſly ſhe had 
abus'd him and all the World, in ſetting 
up two Counterfeits againſt him; Lam- 
bert, that made himſelf the Earl of War- 


wick, who was then to be ſeen in the To- 


wer ſafe enough, and Perkin Marbeck, 
whom ſhe had Taught to name himſelf 
Richard Duke ot Tork, that was Evident- 
ly known to have been Myrder'd by his 


wicked Unele long before. In this Buſi- 


neſs his deportment was ſo diſcreet and 


prudent, that the King highly commend- 
ed him for the ſame, and the Biſhoprick 


of London happening to be Void, foon 
after his Return home, he procur'd him 
to be Elected thereunto. He had not fill'd 
that Epiſcopal Chair two years, when 
Henry Dean, Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury 


Died, to whoſe Place he was by the Kings 


ſpecial Endeavours advanc'd. 

- Richard Mayo, Chancellor and Arch- 
Deacon of Oxford, as alſo Preſident of 
Magdalen College, and Almoner unto Hen- 


% VII. in the year 1501, was ſent Am- 


baſſador into Spain, to bring over the 
Lady Katherine, to be Married unto Prince 
Arthur not long after his Return he was 
n W 


(23) 
| * unto the Biſhoprick of Here- 
Or A. | ; | | E 4a } 
Robert  Sherburn Biſhop of Chicheſter, | 
was often employed in Embaſſies by | Here | 
73 VII. being a man of Excellent Wiſdom | 
and Fine Parts. ' 200 at ; drferlt | 
Gehry Blythe went Ambaſſador from Hen- | 
205 e Seventh to Ladiſlaas King of | 
Hungary, and ſo great Satisfaction, did he 
give the King at his Return, that he pre- 
ſently after was made Biſhop. of Lichfield 
and C —_— | 2; ON 
If we caſt an Eye upon the Reign of 
Henry the Eighth, who was a Man of 
Excellent good Parts, and conſequently 
the better able to know. who were the 
fitteſt Men to ſerve him, we ſhall find 
the Clergy in great Eſteem with him; 
for he employ'd Dr. John Clerk in ſeve- 
ral Embaſſies, who was Biſhop of Bath 
and Wells, as alſo Nicholas Weſt, Biſhop 
of Ely, who was Eminent both for Lear- 
ning and State Affairs. . 
Jeram de Guynuchijs, an Italian by Birth, 
came into England, and was made Bi- 
ſhop of Worceſter, being very uſeful to 
the King, for he ſent him upon ſeveral. 
Embaſſies, both into Spain and Italy; 
with ſo much Care, Prudence and Fideli- 
ty, did he manage the Buſineſs committed 
to him, that King Henn) and Fraxciſcus 
King of Fance petition'd the Pope 2 
make 


3 Nin) 55 
make him Cardinal, which upon theit 
great Solicitations was Grantot. 
Job Voyſcie, Biſhop of Exerer, Dr. of 
the Laws, was very Learned and Wiſe, 


and in great Favour with Henry the 


Eighth, who ſent him ſeveral Times up- 
on Embaſſies to Foreign Princes, William 
Kyight Dr. of Law and Arch-Deacon of 
Richmond, was a Man much Employed 
in Embaſſies by Henny the a he 
—. afterwards made Bifhop Bath and 
_ ----..** » 

 Eaward Fox Dr. of Divinity and Al- 
moner unto Henry the Eighth, was often 


ſent Ambaſſador into Germany, Italy and 


elſewhere, being a Man of great Lear- 
ning. Edward Lee, Almoner to Hen) 
the Eighth was very much employed in 
Embaſſies both before and after his Pre- 
ferment tothe Arch-Biſhoprick of Tork. 
© Thomas Thirlby, Dr. of Laws, born and 
bred in Cambridge, was an able Man in 
his Faculty, and was more than once 
employed in Embaſhes 2 Henry 
the Eighth, as was alſo und Bonner, 
who was ſent to the Kings of Denmark 
and France, to the Pope and the Emperor; 
ſuch was his Conduct, that in the Time of 
his Embaſly, and before his Return, he 
was Elected Bifhop of London. Nor can 
we omit Thomas Cranmer, who was ſent 
by the fame Prince Ambaſſador into 
5 . France; 


(4s) 


mage the Kings Affairs to ſo great 
e, that upon the Death of Aci 


ys 
Biſhop chan, Ne? King orders him 
>: 6c and makes him Arch-Bi of 


Canterbury. 
Edward the Sixth, a drincd! acted for 
the Pregnancy of his Wit, and Know- 
ledge in all kinds of Learning, ſent 
Gaseiet Biſhop of Ely upon an Embaſ- 
iy into France, where he carried himſelf 
o much to the King's Approbation, thas 
he created him Chancellor of England. 
As for Queen Mary, her Reign was 
but ſhort, and of no long Continuance, 
and whether ſhe employed any of the 
Clergy in Fore! Embaſſies, I cannot 
inform the Reader, having ſeen none 
that fall within the 'Compa S of my fwall 
Reading; but in the TS Reign 
Queen Elizabeth, we find that I 
Smith, went upon ſeveral Embaſſies to 
great Satisfaction. In the Time of EA. 
ward the Sixth, he was made Secretary 


of State, Knighted and Promoted to tlie 
Deanery of Carlifle, and alſo made Pro- 
voſt of Eaton Collegge; in Queen Marys 
Days, he was deprived * his Dignities, 


but reſtored to his Fee by Wo 
Elizabet 5. 


- 
* 
8 „ 
Sir 
- 
* F «i " 4 . , 
* * = &# ** * A 


France, ah and German), where he ma- 


( is ) : 
Sir Iſaac Wake, Rector of Billing in Nor. 
thempton-Shire, upon his coming from his 
Travels, was made Secretary to Sir Dadley- 
Carleton, Secretary of State, and was after- 
wards ſent Ambaſſador to Venice, Savoy, 
France, &c. by K. James the Firſt and Charles 
the Firſt. He was a Perſon of great Parts 

anbiLearnings: g 503 
Sir Henry Wotton in bis Embaſhes was 
very Serviceable to this Nation, namely 
in procuring of Privileges and Courteſies 


with the German Princes and Republick 
_ of Venice, for the Engliſh Merchants; and 
by what he did by Direction of King James 
the Firſt with the Venetian State, concer- 
ning the Biſhop of Spalato's Return to the 
Church of Rome, and many other things. 
Tho' Sr. Henry Wotton went not into 
Holy Orders, till after his Return from 
Abroad, I hope that will not be Objected 
againſt me for placing him among the 
Clergy at this time of day. To all theſe 
we may add Mr. Hill, who was at Braſ- 
fels, Sr. Robert Sutton her Majeſties Am- 
baſſador to Tarkey, and Mr. Robinſon 
at Sewden, who for the great Services 
he did there, has ſince been deſervedly 
made Biſhop of Briſtol, Lord Privy Seal, 
and now firſt Plenipotentiary in the pre- 
ſent Conferences held for a General Peace, 
and : tis allow'd by all Hands both Whig and 
Tory, High and Low, according to 1 
| * 


5 6 
odious Diſtinction that he is the fitteſt Per- 
ſon in the whole Nation to be Employ'd, 
in ſuch a Buſineſssos. 8 


= ” 
. 


dences of the Clergys Abilities to ſerve 
their, 1 in Foreign Courts, expreſs 
the leaſt diſlike of he 2 
in appointing 4 Divine to be her chief 
Repreſentative in the Treaty of Peace, 
whoſe great Wan Politicks, as 
well as Divinity,renders him duly qualified 
to be an Ambaſſador for an Earthly as 
well as Heavenly Prince. I have not 
produc'd theſe Inſtances, for proofs o 
the Clergys being ſent Abroad as Ambaſ- 
ſadors, but as Teſtimonies of their great 
Qualifications. for ſo high an Office: As 
likewiſe . to ſhew how well they have 


deſerv'd from their Country upon this 
Account, and to ſtop, the Mouths of thoſe . 


who ſo much exclaim againſt their Civil 


Employ ments. I am not inſenſible of 


what ſome Men urge againſt Divines be- 
ing concern'd in an) Bulinels, but what 
is purely Spiritual, at this Time of Day. 
How that formerly Learning Was 7 
among them and that the Ignorance of 
the Laity did incapacitate them, for be- 

iticians and State-Officers; but ſince the 
caſe is alter'd, we have no farther need 
of the Clergy's Il in this Wie 


Can any one now after theſe, clear Evi- 


e of, her Majeſties Couduct 


ng Serviceable to the Government, as 
0 


— 


- 


i (18) 

let them mind their own Buſineſs : This 
Objection no ways hurts my deſign, which 
is to ſhew how great Services the Cler- 
&Y have done to this Nation, and that 
they have been, and are ſtill capable of 


| being uſeful to the Publick as Ambaſſa- 


dors, &. If her Majeſt 


4 for wiſe and 
ood Reaſons ſhall think fit to Employ 


them; and that men have no occaſion to. - 


be in any manner Surpriz*d, or diſſatis- 
fied at fuch a Proceedure ; ſeeing the beſt 
and moſt knowing of her Royal Prede- 
ceſſors have done the fame. And if this 
Order of Men may be rely*d on for their 


Ability, much more for their gry; 88 


whoſe Sacred Proſeffion lays them 

the ſtricteſt Obligations, to be not only 
2 of Honeſty, but Honour, and Loy- 
IE 1 


ſince the Clergy have been laid aſide, 
and not us'd as formerly, they are 
not now ſo well versd in matters of 


State, as they have been in preceeding 


Reigns, and conſequently not ſo Fit for 
this Buſineſs as heretofore. Generally 
ſpeaking, I believe they are not, but 
ſtill we: find that tho* they have not 
been fo much Employ'd of late, as in 
Times paſt, yet there are ſome Remar- 


kable Inſtances of the Clergys Abilities, 
to ſerve their Nation in a Civil Capact- 
8 ty 5 


But it may be alſo Objected, that 
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ty, elſe they wou'd not have been made 
ule 


of for that Purpoſe,” which ſhews, 


that if they were more thought. of in 


this way, more would qualify: themſelves 
for it; as having the Advantage of Lear- 


ning equal to, if not exceeding the Lai- 
ty; ſhould we take in the whole Num- 
ber of Men. . 


That is, I believe, I may fay; the Cler- 


. gy commonly ſpeaking are more learn'd 


than the Laity, But tho“ they are not 
ſo „ call'd upon as former- 
ly to ſerve the Government as Ambaſ- 
dors, Chancellors, Treafurers and the 
like, yet even ſince the Reformation, 
ſcarce has there been a Reign in which 
-man has not been made uſe of 

in Buſineſs, which did not immediately 
relate to his Spiritual Function, and why 
ſome Men ſhould wonder at a late In- 
ſtance of this Nature, ſeems much more 
3 and unreaſonable than the thing 


it ſelf. 


I have now ſhewn how Serviceable 
the Clergy have been to this Nation, 
as Ambaſſadors, Envoys, and the like, 


and how well they have acquitted them- 


ſelves; that I may alſo prove their tur- 
ther Uſefulneſs to this Kingdom, I ſhall 
juſt give the Reader ſome ſhort Hints 

of their being Lord Chancellors, Trea- 
ſurers; Secretaries, &c. and let him fee 
: B 2 : with 


3 (2000 
with how profound: a Knowledge and 
Wiſdom, with how great a Caution and 
becoming Prudence they behaved them 
ſelves in theſe Honourable Employ-' | 
rants oss ent vate n ny! 
Ik we begin with them in their more | 
early Days of Appearance at Court, We : 
mult trace them back as far. as William: 
the Conqueror, in whoſe Reign we find 
Oſmond, 2d Biſhqp of Salisbury, after 
Shireburn and Wiltſhire were United in- 
tod one Dioceſs, Chancellor of Exgland. 
He was a Man well Learn'd, and very 
Wiſe, for Which Reaſons he was always 
of the Privy. Council, and ſeldom ſpared 
from Court. Nay, we could go beyond 
this Time if it were needful, for Leo- 
pliritus Biſhop of Exeter, was Chancellor 
of England, and Privy Councellor to Ed- 
watdothe Confeſſorrr. 
Hilliam Rufus created Robert Blot, 
Second Biſhog of Lincoln Chancellor of 
England, he was a Man of great Wiſ- 
deim ot 10 woo wat) on dd 
Lien) the Eirſt, made Roger Third 
Biſhop of Salisbum, Chancellor of England, 
which was before his Conſecration. So 
Treat a Favourite was this Perſon, that 
— one of His Majelty's Privy Coun- 
cil, his Advice took Place above all o- 
thets; nay, the King to eaſe himſelf, com- 
micted the Government of his Kingdom 
21 = os to 
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"FW z 
to this wiſe and good Man. Nor Was 
this the only Divine, he cver ap- 
winted Chancellor of England, bre te. 
-onferred..the ſame Honour upon Vi. 
liam Gyſfard; and as an acknowledge. 
ment of his great Service the King 


gave him the Biſhoprick of M incheſter, 


who tliereupon received his Conſecrati- 
on. Nor did Geffry Rufus, leſs Merit 
this King's Favour, who by His Maje- 
{ty's Intereſt was Elected into the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Darham, having born the 


Office of Chancellor. So Well did the 


Clergy diſcharge the Duty incumbent 
on them, when in this Office, and ſo 
much did they endear themſelves to 
this Prince by their Knowledge, Lear- 
ning and Fidelity, that he ſcrupled not 
to put the Government of the whole 
Kingdom into their Hands: Upon this 
great Opinion he had of their Ability 


and Integrity, he made Nigellus Biſhop 


of Eh, Treaſurer of the *Exchequer, in 
which Office he acquitted himſelf with 

reat Applauſe and Reputation, as may 
— ſeen in the Encomium given him by 


Gervaſius Tilberienſis ia Libro M. S. de 
Scaccarij Juribus & conſuetudinibus. cap. 
33 


annex, Simon 27th Bithop of Morceſler, 


To theſe already mentioned we may 


Rainelmus 3oth Biſhop of Herefora, Ber- 
i 8 3 nard 
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| yard 46th Biſhop of St. David's, who, 
were Chancellors to the Royal Conſort 
of Henry the Firſt, and Godfry 19th 
Biſhop of Bath and Wells, who for a 
Time was Chancellor of Exgland under 
this King. ; Wd | 
As for the Reign of King Stephen I 
have not as yet found any thing there- 
in very material to our prefent Deſign, 
but in that of Henny the Second, Feffry 
Plantagenet was made Lord Chancellor 
and held that Office Eight Years. 
© Richard the Firſt created William de 
Longo Campo Chancellor of England, and 
Lord chief Juſtice. So well Qualified was 
this Extraordinary Man for his Places, 
'that in the whole Kingdom was not 
found a Man fo fit for Publick Employ- 
ment. cs w_ | 
lle was thoroughly acquainted with the 
Conſtitution of this Nation, for nothing 
of Moment happen'd in Engliſh Hiſtory, 
that he was not acquainted with. At 
the King's Requeſt| he was Elected 
into the Biſhoprick of Ely, and Conſe- 
crated at Lambeth: Within a few Years 
after he was ſent. to Rome upon an 
Embaſly, but never lived to return back. 
He paid the Debt due to Nature at 
Poictiers, and was Interr'd in the Abby 
de Pina. But with Reſpect to the Memory 
of this Great Man, his Heart was _ 
; ' b . F | | ully 
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fully Preſerved and laid in à ſmall 
Tomb of Marble by the Altar of St. 
Martin. E iin 1. 
So well did the Clergy carry them- 
ſelves in all Civil Offices, that no Ho- 
nour was thought too great to be paid 
them, even at their Death; and tho? 
their Bodies died, decay*d: and moulder'd 
away, after all Care taken to preſerve 
them, yet their Memory lived and ſmelt. 
Sweet to Poſtefity- 7 2b * 
_ Twas look'd upon as a great AF of 
Prudence in Princes to put the Clergy into 
Secular Employments eſpecially when their 
Qualifications were known to make them 
Meritorious of the Honour and Truft. 
This Knowledge they learn'd from their 
Predeceſſors who reaped no ſmall Ad- 
vantage from the Succeſsful Labours of 
the | Clergy. The above-ſaid Richard 
made Hubert Walter, Arch-Biſhop of Can- 
terbury, for his great Qualifications and 
Services, Lord- Chancellor, Chief Juſtice 
of Exgland, and Chief Governour of all 
his Dominions; ſo that being already 
Arch-Biſhop and Pope's Legate he want- 
ed no Authority that could be laid up- 
on him. Never was there any Clergy-man, 
either before or after him, of fo great Po 
wer. Never any Man uſed his Authority 
more Moderately. How well he dit- 
A 18-4 charged 
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charged the Duty incumbent on him, is 
* to be gueſs'd at from the follow- 
ing Character. He was reported to be 
an excellent Man, a Bridle to the King, 
and an Obſtacle to Tyranny, the Peace 
and Comfort of the People, and Laſtly, 
à notable Refuge of all, both High and 
Low, againſt all manner of Injury and 
Oppreſſion. Faithful and Loyal he 
his was to Prince, Loving and very 
Careful of his Country, in which he 
cauſed many excellent Laws to be Eſta- 
If we paſs over the Reign of King 
John, and proceed to that of Henn) the 
Third, there we ſhall ſee the Clergy 
again Flouriſh- in their Civil Offices. 
George NVevil at Twenty Years of Age 
was made Biſhop of Exeter, at Twenty 
Five Chancellor of England, in which 
Place he gain'd great Reputation. Euſta- 
chius de Fauconbridge, 43d Biſhop of Lon- 
don, was a very Eminent Man, having 
born ſeveral, Offices of great Honour, 
equal Truſt and weighty, Concern; he 
had been One of the King's Juſtices, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer,. Treaſurer 
of England, and twice Ambaſſador to 
France. Hugh de Pateſhul, 45th Biſhop 
of Litchfield, a Man for his Life and 
Converſation unblameable, and not un- 
DIE iti f . | L learned 
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learned, Was both Treaſurer and Chang 

cellor of England. „T 28 N 

Silveſter = Everton — he —— 
Seal, An: 29 of Hen. III. and was af- 
terwards.. made Biſhop, of | Carli/e; he 
was commended as one of great Know- 
ledge in the Cuſtoms. of Chancery. Thomas 
de Blundewil for his good Behaviour in his 
Office which he bore in the Exchequer, 


Was prefer d unto the Biſhoprick of 


Norwich dt; 
If we trace, the Reign of Edward the 
Firſt we may ſoon, diſcover the great 


Truſt and Confidence he repoſed in 


the Clergy, and their Faithful —— 
to him. John de Kyrkby was by him cre- 
ated Chancellor of England, and after- 
wards made. Biſhop of Ely, ſo exceeding 
well did this great Man. diſpatch, Mat- 
ters relating to that Poſt, and ſo much 
to the King's Satisfaction, that in T'wo 
Tears time he was made Treaſurer of 
England, and ſo continued to his dying 
. With ſo much Probity did he ac- 
quit himſelf in his Buſineſs, that the Re- 
utation of the Clergy got Ground upon 
kh Conduct, and they were, in great 
Eſteem with. this Prince, who made - 
veral of the Holy Function Treaſurers 
of England, of theſe were Robert Burnel, 
Filhop of Bath and H els, John 2 


ki hs 4, 


Half Treaſurer, had the Bi 
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kingsford, who was Clerk of the Ward- 
robe, as well as Treaſurer of England. 


His Abilities, Loyalty and Honeſty gain- 


ed him ſo much Favour and Reputati- 
on at Court, that when King Edward 
went into France, he left the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Government to his fole Care, 
and he was the _ Perſon entrufted 
with that Power. William de Marchia 
after he had ſerved Two Years and a 


ſhoprick of 
Bath and Wells conferr'd upon him. Wil- 
liam Louth was Clerk of the Wardrobe 
and Treaſurer of England, and was alfo 


made | Biſhop of Ely. None were ever 


employed in the Government, but had 
other Preferments beftowed upon them, 


as a Reward for their Faithful and Meri- 
torious Service. John de Chiſbal, Dean 


of St. Paul's, ſome time Arch-Deacon of 
London, having been firſt Keeperof the Great 
Seal, and then Treaſurer of Exgland, as 


an Acknowledgement of his Merit was 


made Biſhop.of Loudon. Thomas Cantilupe 
was Chancellor of England in the Reign 
of Edward the Firſt, and in the Year 


1275 was Elected Biſhop of. Hereford. 
He was a Gentleman of a very Noble 
and Ancient Houſe, but of a much more 


Noble and Excellent Mind, being not 
only wonderfully Witty, but ever from a 
Child very Studious and Painful, and 
> | I no 


{ np) 

no lefs Harmleſs and Vertuoufly given. 
William de Greenfield 41ſt Arch-Biſhop 
of Tork was Chancellor "ol England under 
Edward the Firſt, he was a Great and 
Vale Councellor, very Eloquent and not 
Unlearned. 

If we look into the Rei of Edward 
the Second, we ſhall ſce that the Cler- 

were entertain'd in the Adminiſtra- 
on of Civil Offices, for this Prince had 
not made his Tutor Malter Reynold Trea- 
ſurer above a Lear, but | beftowed 
upon him the Biſhop rick of Worceſter, 
and after that, n him Chancellor 
of England; wich ſo much Wiſdom, Care 
and — did he manage himſelf in 
this Great and Honourable Poſt, that 
within Two Years he was tranſlated 
from Worceſter to Canterbury. Nor did 
John Thoresby come far ſhort of this ex- 
cellent Primate, being alſo made Chan- 
cellor of Exgland, and within leſs than 
Three Years was tranſlated from Mor- 
_ to Tork. 
ohn Stratford having a long Time, 

and to good Purpoſe ſtudied the Canon. 
and Civil Law, was called to. the Arch- 
Deaconry of Lincoln; being Famous for. 
his 1 and good Government of 
that Juriſdiction, Walter the Arch Biſhop. 
made him his Principal Official 2 
Dean of the Arches; and King Eduard 
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kept True to him. 


ſcience and Knowledge. 
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the Second ſhortly after that, appointed 
him Secretary, and ſo One of his Privy 
Council. 14 Io £1 rA 25% 0 
The King was exceeding Angry with - 


him for accepting the Biſhoprick of in- 


chefler, which he deſigned for another, 


but after ſome · time, being reſtored; to 


the King's, Favour, lie waxed: greater in 
it every Day more and more, and ſerved 
laſt Hour. For when, all His Majeſty's 
Friends fell. of, this good Prelate ever 


him . Diligently and Faithfully to the 


T 3 7 


* 


\- This, Prince alſo, made, Jobs, Sendet 
47th Biſhop, of Minton, Chancellor of 
England 17 


8 | As INS | 41 nx; WIE + PIE 
John Hot ham, 16th Biſhop of Eh, 


0 


both Chancellor and, Treaſurer. 
| Henry Burmaſb, 16 Biſhop of Lincoln, 
Firſt Treaſurer: and then, Chancellor. _ .. 
4 John Tount ne, Treaſurer. - 


6 l \ d 


Roger Nortborough, Biſhop of Lichfield, 


Clerk of the Wardrobe and Treaſurer. 


Walter Stapleton, Biſhop of Exeter, 
Treaſurer, whom the King employed 


in ſeveral Embaſſies of great Impor- 


Dee. / . , 1 7-3 Tas 

John Salmon, Biſhop of Norwich, Chan- 
cellor, all which ſo tar as I can learn beha- 
ved themſelves like Men of Honour, Con- 


ä 
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If we ſearch the Reign of Edward the 
Third, we fhall find that John Offord' 
a Man of great Eloquence, and one ve- 
ry Cunning and Wary in his Advice, 
was made Chancellor of ' Eaglayd, and 
at the King's Requeſt Pope Clement the 
Sixth ſettled him in the Arch-Biſhoprick 
of Canterbury,” Simon Iflep was Elected 
into the See of Canterbury, who was Se- 
cretary to this King. By theſe Inſtances; 
we may ſee the Clergy behaved them- 
ſelves ſo well in Publick Employments, 
and by their Induſtrious Labours wWork'd 
themſelves ſo deep into the Affections of 
thoſe Princes they ſerved under, that 
the higheſt Preferments they were Ca- 
pable of, were not thought too great a 
Reward for their Loyal and Faithful 
Service. John Barnet had not ſupplied 
the Place of "Treaſurer above One Year; 
before he was tranſlated" from Worceſter 
to Wells. Milliam de Bun, in the Lear 
of our Lord 1334, was on the Third of 
February declared” Treaſurer of England, 
and in the September following was cre- 
ated” Chancellor. The Clergy did not 
continue long in one Office before they 
were thought fit for a Greater. To 
theſe we may add Simon Langham, B- 


ſhop of Eh, Who was made Treaſurer 
of England, and ſlikewiſe Chancellor; il. 
liem Edendon Biſhop of Hiucheſter, who 


« e 
was Treaſurer, being in great Favour 
with Edward the Third. William Wick- 
ham, Biſhop of Wincheſter, who was Trea- 
ſarer, as ſome. report, and others doubt 
but True it is, that he was Tru 
with all the Weighty Affairs of the 
Kingdom, and had the Diſpoſal of the 
King's Treaſury, ruling all things to 
his own Will: He was alſo Chancellor of 
England. \ + 5 9 115 163919 
Nor can weomit Edmund 1 
of Exeter, Who was Chancellor under 
ward the Third, being a Learned and Excel- 
lent Orator. Thomas Charlton Biſhop of 
Hereford, who was Treaſurer of England; 

Laſtly, Adam Houghton, Biſhop of St. Da- 
vid's, who was Chancellor of England in 
the Reign of Edward the Third. © | 

It we deſcend to the Reign of Richer 
the Second, we ſhall find this King no 
leſs forward in committing a Share of 
the Government to the Clergy than his 
1 N Pax; . ” — a 
enry Wakefield, Biſhop of Worceſter, his 
Treaſurer 3 Chr, Biſhop of 
the ſame Dioceſs, his Clerk; ſo great a 


Favourite was he, that ſeveral Noble 


Men were Offended, and Forced him from 
the King. Yet notwithſtanding all the Ma- 

lice hatched and contrived againſt him; 
they could no ways Expel him out of the 
King's Favour; Td cr d api 4 
nn An 
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And as a Teſtimony hereof he was 
afterwards tranſlated to the Biſhoprick 
of London. Jahn Fordham from Sectetary 
to Richard the Second was made 'Trea- 
furer of Exgland, and within Eight Lears 
after was tranſlated from Durham to the 
Biſhoprick of Eh. This ſame Prince 
made Robert Braybrook, Biſnop of Eh, 
Chancellor of England: Alſo Jabs Wal. 
them, Maſter of the Rolls, and Kerper 
of the Privy-Seal, in the Year 1388 Bi- 
ſhop of Salisbary, and in Ninety One 
Treaſurer of England, who continued fo 
to his dying Day. King Richard loved 
him entirely, and greatly bewailed his 
Death; and as a Proof of his Love to 
him order'd his Corps to be Buried 
among the Kings, notwithſtanding the 
Multitude of Men, Who Envied him 
that Honour. Thomas Brentinglum was 
the King's Treaſurer ſor the Places of 
Guynes, Merts and Calis, he was aſter- 
wards Biſhop of Exeter. He was a Man 
very well Learn'd, expert as well in Po- 
litick Government, as in Eccleſiaſtical 
Matters, and in both theſe Reſpects 
greatly Reverenced and Eſteemed | 
John Gilbert was made Treaſurer of 
England in the Reign of Richard the 
Second, by the Parliament; and tho? 
diſplaced as one delivers, yet was atter- 
_ wards reſtored. e 
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- Henry the Fourth, Who was ſa Wiſe 
a-Prince, that in Caſes, of Difficulty, 
rho? he did not refuſe, yet he needed 
not the Advice of others, appointed V“. 
chols Budmith, WhO was Bithop of Lon- 
don FEirſt, and after wads of Salisbury, Trea- 
ſurer of EAg, tj oingud 
In the Reign of Henny the Fifth, John 
Matkering, Biſhop of Vormich, and one of 
an Excellent Character was made Keeper 
of the Privy Seal; and afterwards the Cu- 
ſtody of tlie Seal was committed to John 
Stafford, Biſhop of Bath and Wells, who 
was Firſt made Treaſurer of England, by 
Henry the Sixth, and then Chancellor. 
Scarce. was any Reign that did. not pro- 
duce Eminent Men of the Sacred Fun- 
tion both for Matters of State as well 
as Church. | Henry the Sixth made Anemyte 
- Biſhop of Norwich, if I miſtake not, Keeper 
of the Seal; But in the Year of our 
Lord 1432, the Seal was given to Thomas 
Beckington, afterwards Biſhop of Bath and 
Wells, a Man Celebrated for Letters, 
Knowledge and Parts: He was, concern'd 
in all the Affairs of this Kingdom, eſpe- 
cially thoſe, of the greateſt Moment, and 
knew the moſt: reſerved Secrets of the 
King. Thoſe Epiſtles, Injunctions, Speeches, 
Contracts, and other notable Things, 
which in his Time were tranſacted in 
England and all over the Chriſtian World, 
A N  . demonſtrated 


Wd ob is 
_ demonſtrated his Indefatigable - 
and incredible (ING the Manage- 
ment of Publick Affairs. The Treaties 
between England and Fence in his Time 
have and will perpetuate the Memory of 
this Great and Excellent Prelate. 
Robert Stillington, if 1 miſtake not, was 
Biſhop of Bath and Wells, he was a Man of 
ſingular Learning and was declared by 
Henry the Sixth Keeper of the Privy-Sea 


land. 


1 Morton, afterwards Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury, in the Reign of Hepry the Sixth 
Was one of his 5 Council. In all thoſe 
Miſeries and Afflictions which that by 
King endured, Moorton ever ſtuck f 
him, and by no means would be ride 
to forſake him, when all the World in a 
Manner betook rhemſclves unto his Vieto- 
rious Adverſar. 

Marmaduke Lumley about this) King? . 
Reign, was made Treaſurer of 9 
who was Biſhop of Lincoln. 

John Raſſel, x a Wiſe and Grave Man; 


Was Chancellor of ney as alſo Bi 
of Lincoln. 17 ne 


William We Hafer, Provoſt of Eaton, was - 
for his great Wiſdom and Integrity firſt 
made, and then continued a long Time 
Chancellor of England, he had like wiſe 
the See of Winder conferred upon _ 

for 


and i in 1468. was created Chance! or of 4; 
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between the Houſes of Lan. 


was twice Chancellor of 


their 


ful to his Adverſar 
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et bis Baichfal and Loyal Service, which 
continued to the End: Por in all the Storms 


caſber and Tart, 


ha ſtuck cloſe to his Patron and GEE 15 


moter, Haury the Sixth. 
Adam Molins Biſhop of Chichefer; had 


the PrivySeal committed to his Au as 


had alſo Hil Lywwood Biſhop of St. 
Divid's. - Jobs * 1 IE Tork 


by tis believed he merited that rp forma 
So Bright we ſee was the Luſtre of the 
Clergy in che Reign of Heng the Sixth. 
If we caſt an Eye upon the Reign of 
Eamard the Fourth, we ſhall nd the 
ſtill Flouriſhing, in the Favour of 
For King Edward cakin Jotice .of ths 
opel Moorton's Loyalty and Faith- 
fulneſs to Tien the Sixth, never ceaſed 
to Allure him into his own Service after 
the Death of his Predeceſſor; aſſutin 
himſelf, that he who had been ſo Fait 
in ſo great Adver- 
ſity, would no doubt be as Faithful unto 
in the like Cafe, if Occaſion ſhould 
erve. The King having won this 
Man over to him, Swore him of his 
Council, and Truſted him with his grea- 
teſt Secrets. 80 Faithful and Loyal was 
this good Prelate, that the King made 
him one of his Executors, but twas not 
. . In. 
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Barbarouſly Murdered the K 
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alias Scot W. borh Chancellors. © The 


pe * (3x) "Ges 
in his Power to n l 2 


chard tlie Third, who” 
ugs TWO 
Sons. But the Biſhop ſettled the Crown 
right again, as will be proved 1 
James Goldwell, was es this | 
King, and“ after that 'made ſhop 90 
= William Grey, Biſhop of Eh, be- 
a Perſon not only Learned, bur very 
Diſereer- and no leſs Induſtrious, he — al 0 
made Treaſurer of England. Geor „. 
Arch-Biſhop of Tork, 8 Thomas 2 , 


latter behaved himſelf ſo well, that he 


continued in that Office for a long Time. 


If we look into the Reign of Hemy 


the Seventh, we muſt again conſider, Bi- 


ſhop Morton's Services ta this N ation, 
who upon the Barbarous Murder of the 
TwoYo oung Princes aboye-mention'd, was 


_ reſolyed to rightt the Family of Edward 


the Fourth, his d * Friend and Soye- 
reign; he the des to France, and 
brings over 2 ? Bart of Rithmond, who 
Invaded England, and in the Battel of 
Boſworth Killed Richard the Tllird. Whoſe 
Crown being immediately {er upon the 
Head of Hin in the very Field of Bat- 
tel, he was proclaimed” King with great 
Applauſe. He afterwards Married" file 
Princeſs Elizabeth, © Daughter of Edward 
the Fourth, and united the Red and 
» White 


* CN 
White Roſes, he which ſingular Wiſdom, 
of Biſhop Morton, for by. him this Mar- | 
riage was made up, the He Es WAS a- 
gain Settled, after it had been miſerably. 
torn to Pieces by the Fatal and Bloody. 
War, betwixt the Two Houſes of York 
and Lancaſter. By this time. we ma 720 
how uſeful this Prelate has been bo 
King and Kingdom. The former 5 8 
him Chancellor of Eng land and Arch-Bi- 
of Canterbury br his great Services 
to his Nation. 
This ſame Prince go Hub 1 his 
Principal Secretary (Who was afterwards 
Biſhop of Bath and Wells) and John Alcock 
that. {wor and Pious Biſho Lord 
Chancellor of Exgland. Dr. Full 7 lays, 
that Henry the Seventh, was an excellent 
Prince to taſte Mens Abilities. Bp" x 
AE we conſult. the Reign of Henn the 
hth, we ſhall find Thom Woolſey a 
an Emienb for Learning made Chan- 
cellor of England; tho? he. Was. not with- 
out his Fans.” yet he was a. Man of 
great Charity, as will appear from his 
noble Foundations and liberal BenefaQti- 
ons. He was Arch-Biſhop of Tor- and a 
Cardinal likewiſe, an Honour not often 
2 upon Engliſh Dixines. Rathel 
Keg Gen 0 Was ver Ka Famous in the 
e 


e deb 1 s one of his 
Tis Council. 
19 0 ur 
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Council. Carhbert Tonſtal,” was alſo" Maſter . 
of the Rolls and Keeper of: the Privy- Seal. 


and for his good Behaviour in theſe Of- 
fices, was made Biſhop of London, and. 


| afterwards tranſlated to Darba m. 


Rowland Lee, Dr. of Law and 63d Bi. ä 


ſhop of Lizehfeeld, was Famous for Pwo! - 


Acions. Firſt: he Married Henn the 


Eighth to Aune Bullen, which fortunate 


Marriage was the Occaſion ot that Hap- 
pineſs Which England enjoyed under its 
Noble Sovereign Queen Elisabeth their 
Daughter. The next remarkable Act was 
performed after he was made Preſident: 
of Wales. d 45 
For in the Time of his r | 
and partly by his Endeavours, the Coun- 
try of Wales was by Parliament Incorpo-* 
rated and United to the Kingdom of EW. 
gland; the Liberties, Laws and other 
Things were made common to the Welſh 
with the Natural Engliſh. | 40.3 
In the Reign of 52 ria Sixth, Tho- 
mas Goderick Biſhop of Eh, was a mighty 
Favourite of that Prince, 10 great that he 
made him Chancellor of of Eng — 0 
. Qaeen' Mary the Firſt —.— Sepen 
Cardiner, Biſhop of Wincheſter, Chancellor 
of England, who was a Man of great Lear- 
ning, and. too much Wit, unleſs he had 
employed it to a better Uſe: For he was 
N and violent Enemy to the Pro- 
JA " 3 teſtant 


— 


* * 
4 


' teſtant Reli ion. The le Kauen did this 


Siüiſter, Queen Elizaberh,leſs 
Qilergp's A 


out mentioning 
was Lord Keeper of the Great: Seal in the 


5 1 5f 5 em ake not, was the 


thu 


Buckingham, in the Beginn 


(20 


confer upon MWicholas Heath, Biſnop 
f Recheſßer. Nor was her Wiſe and Gobd : 
tful of the 


bility to ſerve her;, ſhe made 
Thomas lJoang, Arch-biſhop | 0. York, Lord 
. Preſident of the North. _ - oft 


I cannot conclude this ſhort Eſay withs, 
Arch-biſhop Wil iams, who! 


Reigas of King James I. and 


Charles 
Cler- 
BY yman that . bore that Office. And tho 
ome have caſt a Slur upon him, by ſaying; 
the Lord Coventry had reverſed A — — 

rees; and corrected his 11 | 
IL find this to be 
and Prejudice, if we may believe — 


Biſhop Heatet ec eee this Prirhate 
of England. n. id. e 


A. 


Let me, ſays Biſhop Hacker, gehen a 


Couple of Witneſſes whe they- aſſerted of 


him, and they are, continues he, rightly 
produced, 25 00 ſhall judge: The Duke of 
ing of Michaelmas 
Term 1624, deſired the Ld: : Chief | Juſtice: 
Herbert to certify the King that M illiams, 
by : eaſon of his Inabilities anti Ignorance, 


Was not fit ſor the Keeper's Place, and up- 


on that he Would throw him out, and that 
he ſhould ſuceeed him. M L (reply'd} N 
Taue a Jomerbing. m_ have been aid af; | 


frft, 


Andi in his 2 Head- piece 
75 many yet know, chat the Lord K 
Wit that he ever heard f 


* 


390 ba 
1 ola do the Lord Naber Bret 
5 ta xa ras jo ſo n. The next is 

velyn, EA er the Six Clerks, 
in chat 
pleaſure in ſaying, as 


Office, WhO took 


ceper 
Williams had the moſt To Sublime 
peak, and that His 
Decrees in all Exiſts Work Juſt; thar the 
Lord Covent did ſeldom alter any ching 
He had ſettled” before him, but upon New 
Prefumptions; and that Be ſpake of him 
al ways in Court very hohourably. yx 

And as we have not omitted the laſt Di- 

e — ' Keeper; fo let us not 
get Biſhop Juxon, b adh the laſt 
of that Order, who was Treaſurer of E 
gland, in which Office he behaved himſelf 


_ to the General Satisfaction of the Nation, as 


well as Great Reputation of the Clergy, 


who from Wm. the Conqueror down to tlie 


fent Age have ſhewn themſelves to be 
t and able Perſons for Civil Employments. 


I be Weal of this Kingdom and all the 
_  Enzlp Kings has depended” upon the Bi- 


ſhops : And tor this End their Preſence is 16 


| much required at London, that it was judg- 


ed expedient, that every Biſhoprick ſhould 
have a Palace, or Houſe” belonging to 


it, in or About London. Great Was 


the Authority of the Clergy in for- 


We Days; and their Memory ſhould be 


pr eclous 


(4) 
precious in ele if we conſider chat they 
| WO Authors of ſo great Benefits and 
1 es to oo <7 noms 1 egy Sana * 
=o s of any Importance, for pro- 
wit. — ing abe Welles of this Church and 
1 State, wherein the Biſhops, under God, 
hae not been the Principal Inſtruments. 
Tube Ex — Laws made by King Ina, 

| — ane, King Edmund, and St. Ed- 
1 the Canſeſlor ; from: whom we have 
T_T —— Law, and our Privileges 
Wo | mention'd in Magna Charts, were all made 
by the gc and Perſuaſions of 28 | 
biſhops Biſhops, named in our Hiſto- 
Wh ries. The Union of the Two. Houſes of 
1 Lork and Lancaſter (whereby a Long and 
18 Bloody War Was ended) was by the moſt 
1 wiſe Advice of Biſhop Moorton, then a Pri · 
3 vy Counſellor, as I —— already ſhewn. 
The Union of England and Scotlans, that 
inexpreſſible Advantage to Both Nations, 
wil | was — to paſs by the Long Foreſight 
111 ok the Reverend Biſhop Tax, a Privxyx 
1 Caunſellor, in adviſing Henry VII. to 
11 match his Eldeſt Daughter to Scotland, and 
ol his Younger to France. When the Cler 

mi Were employed in Civil Offices, they 44 
it not plunder the Nation to enrich them- 
ſelves by indirect and unwarrantable 
: parame + ut were contented with the ordi- - 


* 


| « 4 * 
ble to che Principles of Honour und Con 
ſcience. And what they thus — Pg 
.and honeſtly ot, they-piouſly'andcharita.)" | 


bly ex in Foundations for the Public: - - 


Good; Jams won hy 0 ns OW Re, 
now remaining in acknOw | 
their Ancient and Preſent — 
the Sole Coſts 2 or to the Libe- 
ral Contributions, ſt to the Power- 
ful Perſuaſions of. Biſhops. -Of this Nature 
are Churches, Colleges, Libraries, 3 
tals, Monaſteries, Falaces, Caſtles, &. 
All Clergymen are in England, as — 
ciently among God's on People, the Jes, 
and a A. the Ancient Chriſtiant, ſo ſoon; 
as dy. were under Chriſtian Emperors, 
judge ed 2 divers Temporal Honours: 
Employments, And therefore let us 
not think our ſelves the only Wiſe Feople in 
this Particular, or as ſome will have it, the 
only Fools. For Nations abroad who have 
been of old, and ſome who [are ſtill celebra - 
ted for their wiſe and diſcreet Government, 
have, and do ſtill entertain the Clergy in 
Civil Affairs. All Clergymen, I fay, are in 
England judged fit to enjoy! divers Hogours * 
and Employments. 
Firi#, To be in Commilivs . che Peace 
And this, not only an Honour purely con- 
ferred upon them to get them Eſteem only. 
but were thought the moſt proper Perſons: 
* who * e to make and keep Peace. 
0 


(2) 
as they whoſe conſtant Duty is to preach. 
Peace? Who ſo fit as they, whoſe main Bu- 
ſineſs and Study is to reconcile thoſe that aro, 
at variance." 3 
Moreover the Arch- biſhops 18d Biſhops 
Were (and are ſtill) call'd to Parliament, 
for theit Gravity, Learning, and Wiſdom. 
Mr. Hooker ſays that the Fathers and Firſt 
Founders of this Government, have t 5 
ir expedient aud beneficial, that the Body 
litic of this Kingdom, ſhould conſiſt of King, 
Lords; and Commons : So *cis neceſſary that 
the Second Tapredient to this Mixture ſhould 
— of Lords Spirirual and Tem- 
poral. For'Nobility and Prelacy being thus 
combig'd, one cannot be injur'd without 
touching the other, and by conſequence, 
che whole be confiderably' — 
Biſhops have been and are now of Her 
Majeſty” s Privy Council, where frequently 
Caſes of Conſcience may ariſe relating to 
State Matters, that admit of neither De- 
lay nor Publication: And therefore after the 
Pattern of the Firſt Chriſtian Emperor, Con- 
flantine the Great, our Good Kings, before 
and ſince the Reformation, ha ve always ad- 
mitted ſome Spiritual Perſons to their oun- 
cil Tables, and Cloſet Debates. © © 
And therefore Mr. Hooker ' ſays, Prelates 
are very beneficial to the Public, eſpecial- 
ly thoſe that have any Office at Court, and 
conſequenily muſt be near the Perſons, and 
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"L873 
in the Council of Kings and Princes, in ta- 
king care that in the Variety and Intricacy 
of their Affairs, nothing may be done to 
the Prejudice of Religion, being in this 
Caſe the true Director of the King's Con- 
ſcience. Of the Clergy's being Counſel- 
lors and Adviſers to their Governours, we 

have many Inſtances and Examples, as in 
Eleazer to Jaſhua, Abiathar to David, and 
Hoſius, Biſhop of Corduba, to Conſtantine: 
And other Emperors and Kings alſo had 
Biſhops near them; who privately, as the 
Beſt Way of dealing with Princes, admo - 
niſhed them, comforted, and upon all Oc- 
caſions reproved them. To Which may be 
added, that ſince the Courts of Princes are 
too often frequented by I ime : ſervers, 
Flatterers, Abitophels, and Traitors, there 
ſeems the gteater Neceſſity that they. 
ſhould be overballanced by che Piety, In- 
tegrity, Fidelity, and Courage of the Pre- 
lates; whoſe Underſtandings capacitating 
them to know what is right, juſt, and be- 
neficial to the Public, their Conſciences as 
Guides of the Church, will not ſuffer them 
to take other Meaſures, than what will 
agree with their Characters. To which 
End, it would be happy for Chriſtendom, 
if all Chriſtian Kings and Princes were as 
well inclined to the Epiſcopal Order, as 
ſometime a Celebrated Monarch of our Na- 
tion was in countenancing a Great Hates 
under 


(.44 ) 
under him in the Diſcharge of his Spiritual 
Authority. Le My Lord of C anterbury 
know, ſays the King, that if am Biſhop, 
Earl, or other Great Perſon, yea if n o 
Son ſhould preſume to oppoſe or hinder him 

rom performing what in Conſcience he thinks 
| ars oblig*d to do; ſuch 4 one ſhall find, 
1 that I will be as Severe 4 Proſecutor and Re- 
j venger of that Contempt, as I would be againſt 
Treaſon committed ag aint my Crown and 
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If Dignity. | gots Hf 
5 When Spiritual Perſons have Civil Au-' 
4 thority, they keep their Profeſſion from 
0 being invaded and run down by Wicked 


Men, where Religion and Conſcience will 
not prevail. ' £12 95071 15 eh 
But however neceſſary our Anceſtors! 
thought this Power to defend Religion, 
and ſuppott the Sacred Miniſtry from any 
Violation of the Rude and Unpoliſbed; 
yet ſome will not allow Biſhops to be con- 
cerned in Civil Offices. To this purpoſe 
they alledge that our Saviour ſaid, His 
Kingdom was not of this World, and there- 
fore He refuſed to ati like à Ning, in giving 
judgment in 4 Criminal Cauſe of Adultery, 
and in a Civil, about dividing an Inheritance. 
Now Chri# ſaid His Kingdom was not of 
this World, to convince the Jews of their 
Error, who expected His Appearance to be 
like the State and Grandeur ofa Monarch; 
and therefore ſhew*d that to be a J empo- 
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| (4s) 
ral King was not the Office of the Meſſias: 
And, retuſed to concern Himſelf in Acts of 
Civil Judgment; becauſe He was a Perſon 
of a mean Calling, and had no ſuch Autho- 
rity in the Commonwealth; hut did not re- 
- fule to do it with Deſign, to make a diffe- 
rence between Civil and Eceleſtaſtical Pow- 
en b. 
Others alledge, that the Apoſtle taught 
that Soldiers Joou ld not entangle' themſelves 
in the Affairs of this Life: Aud the Good 
Soldiers o Ps Chri 7 ought to follow the Exam- 
ple of Chriſt. By which is meant, that 
Soldiers — not be Overcurious, or af- 
fect too great a  Tenderneſs in their man- 
ner of Living; but inure themſelves to be 
Hardy, and to endure Wants and Wounds 
with ſuch a Fortitude ., and Courage, as 
may pleaſe the Commanders under whom 
they Serve, and in this the Soldiers of 
Chriſt will imitate them, henſoeuer they 
are law fully call'd to it. 

They further Object there are ſeveral 
Ancient Canons and Councils, which pro- 
hibit the Clergy from executing any . 
Offices. 

No theſe being human Laws, and not 
Laws of God and Nature, which are im- 
mutable, may be alter'd and chang'd, as 
Time adminiſters Occaſion. "Which, being 
the Caſe before us, it neceſſarily follows, 
that thoſe Ancient Canons and Conſtitu- 
| tions 


3 A y - n — — 
— 1 —— 2 er ren , -_ as Ko AB TEC 
duo —— -— 3 2 — 
— — — - - 
4 — . a — a * & ho 


—— — il 


be a Guardian to Children, nor a Biſhop 


who was both a Prieft and a Temporal 


. 

tions ought not to be produced, as a Rule 
for the Church's obſervation to Perpetui- 
ty: For then no Eccleſiaſtical Perſon can 


be capable of making a Will. Nor are 
we in the ſecond Place, to give a Reaſon 
why thefe Laws were repealed when tis 
not contrary to Reaſon, they ſhould be 
made void: As in the caſe of Eli, 


Judge, and that after the Jews return from 
Captivity, Eſdras alſo, at the ſame Time, 


was both Prieſt, and their Chief Gover · 


nor in the Adminiſtration of Secular Af. 
fairs. And therefore no Proof can be 
brought againſt the Clergy's being employ d 
in Civil Offices either from Scripture or 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory” © . 

Nor indeed can there any Reaſon be of- 
fer'd againſt it; For tho? ſome will argue, 
that the Clergy have Buſineſs enough of 
their own Quatenus Divines, yet this is no 
real, tho? a plauſible Objection and what 
carries a Colour of Truth along with it. 
For they who have been employ'd by the 
Gov«rnment were generally, if not always 
Biſhops ; and they have to many Offici- 


als, Arch-Deacons, Deans, Sub-Deans, and 


Rural-Deans, Cc. under them, as con- 
tinual Reſidence upon their Dioceſes is no 
more abſolutely ' neceſſary, than for the 
Chief General of the Army to be always 


( 47 ) 
in Flanders in the Winter Seaſon; And tho” 
we may think that this does hinder their 
Spiritual Buſineſs, yet their Attendance of 

_ Biſhops at Parliament which takes up al- 
moſt half the Time, is not leok'd upon 
as any Prejudice to their Miniſterial Fun- 
Cition. If then any of the Prelates, for 
their great Parts and Ingenuity, are quali- 
fied to ſerve the Nation in a double Ca- 
pacity, and her Majefty ſor good Reaſons 
ſhall call them into the Civil Service of 
the Government, I can ſee no unreaſona- 
bleneſs in it; eſpecially ſince the Clergy 
have acquitted themſelves, as Men of Know- 
ledge, Honour, and Conſcience, Loyalty to 
their Prince, and Fidelity to their Country. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Dignity and Honour of the Clergy, Re- 
7 þ preſented in an Hiſtorical Collection, 
ſhewing how uſeful and Serviceable the Clergy 
have been to this Nation by their Univerſak 
Learning, Acts of Charity and the Admini- 
| tration of Civil Offices, wherein an Account 
is given of Books publiſh'd by them in the 
Learned Languages and Sciences ; of Churches, 
Colleges, Schools, &c, Founded at their Charge,, 
and what Offices of State they have Born, and 
how well they have Acquitted themfelves in 
them. By Joux Groom, Vicar of Childerditeh 
in Eſſex, and Chaplain to the Right Honoura- 
ble Robert Earl of Holderneſs. London Printed 
for J Wyat at the Roſe and P. Midwinter at the 
Three Crowns in St. Pauls Church Yard. 1710. 


